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that the Station Master had made a mistake and that there would be no
difficulty in the deputation travelling by the Gape Mail.
ON THE TRAIN
The deputation boarded the train at 6-15 p.m. Certain persons,
as previously decided, had come to the station to see the deputation off.
They were Messrs Abdul Gani, Essop Mian, Coovadia, Omarji, Shahbud-
din, Fancy, Bhikhubhai and others. Mr. Bhikhubhai had brought a
coconut1 and other things. The members of the deputation shook hands
with everyone before taking leave.
MR. HAJI OJER ALLY'S HEALTH ,
Mr. Haji Ojer Ally was feeling exhausted owing to over-work during
many days and he was ill and restless. He has rheumatism and, even
when the deputation was being discussed, he was afraid of being troubled
by it on the way. The fear came true on the train itself. Pain started in
the joints. I pressed and massaged his joints and did whatever I could.
But that gave no lasting relief. Mr. Ally took the food he had brought
with him and also some coffee. He had no appetite for anything else.
I went to the Saloon for meals, and took boiled potatoes and peas with
bread. I also took the fruit and nuts Mr. Bhikhubhai had given us.
I then did my writing. Mr. Ally went to bed at ten. I retired at
midnight after finishing my writing work. Mr. Ally spent a restless night.
When he got up on Tuesday morning, he had a very severe pain, also
slight fever and bronchitis.
ARRANGEMENTS ON T#E CAPE MAIL
Amenities on the Cape Mail are almost the same as on a steamer.
Food is served from the morning onwards. There is provision even for
bathing. The passengers can have a shower-bath. Only first-class passen-
gers can travel by this train.
IN CAPE TOWN
The train reached Cape Town at two o'clock on Wednesday. Messrs
Yusuf Hamid Gool, Ampd Gool, Lachhiram and Abdul Kadar had come
to the station to receive us. Mr. Yusuf Hamid Gool had arranged for our
meal at his place. We took it and left at ,4-45. All these gentlemen also
came to the steamer to see us off.
"THE ARMADALE CASTLE"
This steamer is one of the biggest among those belonging to the Union
Castle Line. Its tonnage is 12,973 and its horse-power 12,500. It is
590f 6" long, 64' 6" broad and 42' 3" high. It has accommodation for 320
first-class, 225 second-class and 280 third-class passengers. For each of
the classes there is a very large and beautiful dining-hall. It has excellent
* The coconut is an auspicious symbol.